1GG            FORTY-FIVE YEABS  UNDER THE FLAG

Littleton Island had not been visited by any of the missing
expedition.

The delay, however, caused by this stormy weather, brought
new anxieties. The Bear, which had been parted from at Cape
York, had not yet rejoined the Thetis, as was hoped, and the
eittVwl delay of twenty-four hours was one of restless im-
patience.

Kane Sea was now to be entered to continue the search further
and it would not have been prudent to set out from Little-
ton Island without knowing whether the Bear had escaped the
besetting her route from Cape York. The next day,
Sunday, at noon, after notices had been deposited on McGarry
Island'for Emory and Coffin, the lines of the Thetis were being
cast off from a grounded berg, just north of Littleton Island, to
set out for Cape Sabine, when the commander saw from the
"crow's-nest'5 the Bear coming up through the rifts in the snow
It was a moment of great delight.

Emory came on board the Thetis upon arrival to report the
incidents of his cruise after separating from the commander at
Cape York on the 19th. As no open water to the northwest had
been found, lie was obliged to retrace his steps during the day
to Cape York, which he found beset with heavy ice, closing all
passages of the morning, as the pack had drifted back closing up
the lead so opportunely seized that morning by the TJietis to
reach Conical Eock. The Bear had two or three narrow escapes
while battling with the dense pack off Cape York, and when she
did succeed in passing that point she saw the Aurora was in
trouble and had lowered her boats as if the danger were serious;
but she was too far away for Emory to get to her, so he continued
toward Littleton Island, touching en route, as his orders required,
at the Gary Islands.

By a piece of good luck the leads along the land had closed
up, leaving a bit of open water off shore, and this fact facilitated
somewhat his passage to the Gary Islands, where, on his arrival
at 8 P. M., June 20th, he found the caches of provisions undis-
turbed, thus verifying the information given the Thetis by the
Eskimos at Saunders Island. Emory's voyage through the ice
to open water was one of much peril, but the gale felt by the
Thetis had evidently done its work further south, as three hoursces, they succeeded in finding evidences in
